What predicts the vocabulary: subject, scribe, or language?

Similarity of word use between groups of pages defined by subject, Currier language and scribe (cosine of frequency vectors over the 400 commonest
words; 1 = identical). Groups cluster first by language, then by subject; scribe matters least.

1. Herbal - A - scribe 1 (7,517 words) 1.00 0.79 0.45 0.50 0.45 0.41 0.30 0.41 0.40

2. Pharma - A - scribe 1 (2,293 words) 0.79 1.00 0.51 0.58 0.48 0.53 0.42 0.54 0.55
3. Recipes - A - scribe 3 (752 words) 0.45 0.51
4. Herbal - B - scribe 2 (2,255 words) 0.50 0.58
5. Herbal - B - scribe 3 (517 words) 0.45 0.48
6. Herbal - B - scribe 5 (544 words) 0.41 0.53
7. Bathing - B - scribe 2 (6,192 words) 0.30 0.42
8. Text pages - B - scribe 2 (1,786 words) 0.41 0.54
9. Recipes - B - scribe 3 (10,389 words) 0.40 0.55

Source: ZL3b running text; groups with at least 500 words. Computation: the authors.



