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conditional entropy, bits: how hard the next letter is to guess once you know the one before

Latin (Pliny, Nat. Hist.) 3.42

Latin (Vulgate) 3.33

Italian (Bible) 3.20

German (Bible) 3.15

English (KJV) 3.11

Voynich (glyph units) 2.26

Voynich (EVA letters) 2.13

natural-language range in these samples

Less surprising than any language we tried
Each row is a text of 34,180 words. The further right, the harder the next letter is to guess from the one before it. Voynichese sits about a bit below every
reference sample — too regular for prose in a European language written out in a simple substitution.

Source: computed by the authors on the ZL3b transliteration and equal-length samples of the Vulgate, Pliny’s Natural History, the King James Bible, and German and Italian Bibles.

Counting ch, sh and the bench gallows as
single symbols barely changes the result.

Knowing one letter tells you far more about
the next than it does in Latin, English,
German or Italian.


