Every letter knows its place

In ordinary alphabets most letters can begin, end or sit inside a word. In Voynichese nearly every symbol has a fixed home. Any explanation of the text has
to produce this pattern.

B begins the word

inside the word B ends the word

Bars show where each symbol's occurrences fall; the number at the right is how often it occurs in the 34,180 words of running text.
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Source: ZL3b transliteration, running text only; EVA alphabet with ch, sh, cth, ckh, cph, cfh counted as single symbols. Counts: the authors.
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/ qis firstin 99 % of its words, and 97 % of
those are followed by o. No letter in a
European alphabet behaves like this.

ch and sh open words; the ‘bench’ gallows
cth, ckh, cph, cfh sit first or second, never
last.

/ e, i and a are never first or last. They come

mid-word.

/ y ends 85 % of its words; n and m end 97
% and 94 %, and m clusters at the ends of
lines.



