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The best possible letter-for-letter key, for five languages
For each language we searched for the one-to-one mapping of Voynich glyphs to letters that makes the text look most like that language, scored by how
probable each pair of adjacent letters is. Left: the fit reached, against the language’s own text and a random key. Right: the share of mapped words that are
real words of the language.

fit of the language’s own text best key found for Voynichese random key

Source: ZL3b running text; equal-length reference samples. Hill-climbing solver with 12 restarts; a control encipherment of each language was recovered exactly. Scores are mean log-probability
per character (natural log).


